
THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Translation by Holy Cross Press

Order Before Holy Baptism
PRIEST

In the name of the Father and the Son and
the Holy Spirit. ( Amen. )  (3)

Blessed is our God always, now and ever,
and to the ages of ages.

( Amen. )

Let us pray to the Lord.

( Lord, have mercy. )

In Your Name, O Lord God of Truth, and
in the Name of Your Only-Begotten Son, and
of Your Holy Spirit, I lay my hand upon this
Your servant (Name), who has been accounted
worthy to flee unto Your Holy Name and to
be sheltered under the shadow of Your wings.
Remove far from him (her) that ancient error,
and fill him (her) I with faith and hope and
love that is in You, that he (she) may know that
You alone are the True God, and Your Only-
Begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and Your
Holy Spirit. Grant him (her) to walk in Your
commandments, and to observe those things
that are acceptable before You; for if a man
does such he shall find life in them. Inscribe
him (her) in Your Book of Life, and unite him
(her) to the flock of Your inheritance. Let Your
Holy Name be glorified in him (her) and that
of Your well-beloved Son, our Lord Jesus
Christ, and of Your Life-creating Spirit. Let
Your eyes look over him (her) in mercy, and
Your ears be ever attentive unto the voice of
his (her) prayer. Let him (her) ever rejoice in
the works of his (her) hands, and in all his (her)
generation, that he (she) may give thanks to
You, worshipping and glorifying Your great

and Most High Name, and may ever praise
You all the days of his (her) life.

For all the Powers of Heaven praise You,
and Yours is the Glory, of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, both now and
ever, and to the ages of ages.

FIRST EXORCISM
PRIEST

Let us pray to the Lord.

( Lord, have mercy. )

The Lord rebukes you, O devil, He that
came into the world and made His dwelling
among men, that He might cast down your
tyranny, and deliver men; He that upon the
Tree triumphed over the opposing powers,
when the sun was darkened, and the earth was
shaken, and the tombs were opened, and the
bodies of the Saints arose; He that by death
destroyed Death, and overcame him that held
the might of death, that is, even you, O devil.
I adjure you by the Living God, Who has
shown forth the Tree of Life, and posted the
Cherubim, and the flaming sword that turns
about to guard this: be rebuked, and depart, for
I forbid you, through Him that walks on the
waves of the sea as upon the dry land, Who
forbade the storm of the winds, Whose glance
dries up the deep, and Whose threatenings melt
the mountains; for it is He Himself that now
forbids you through us. Be afraid, and depart,
and absent yourself from this creature, and
come not back, neither hide yourself in him
(her), nor encounter him (her), nor influence
him (her) either by night or by day, nor in
the morning or at noon; but get you hence to
your own Tartarus, until the appointed day of
Judgment. Fear God, Who sits on the throne
of the Cherubim, and looks upon the depths,
before Whom tremble Angels, Archangels,

1



Thrones, Principalities, Authorities, Powers,
the many-eyed Cherubim, and the six-winged
Seraphim; Whom Heaven and earth fear, the
sea, and all that live therein. Come forth, and
depart from the sealed and newly-enlisted
soldier of Christ our God; for I adjure you
by Him that rides upon the wings of the
winds, Who makes His Angels spirits and His
Ministers a flame of fire. Come forth, and from
this creature which He fashioned depart with
all your power and might; for glorified is the
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and to the ages
of ages.

( Amen. )

SECOND EXORCISM
PRIEST

Let us pray to the Lord.

( Lord, have mercy. )

God, the Holy, the Terrible, and the
Glorious, Who concerning all His works and
strength is incomprehensible and unsearchable,
Who Himself has ordained for you O devil,
the retribution of eternal torment, through us,
His unworthy servants, commands you, and
all your cooperating might to go forth from
him (her) that is newly sealed in the Name of
our Lord God and Savior Christ. Therefore,
you all evil, unclean, abominable, loathsome
and alien spirit, I adjure you by the power of
Jesus Christ, Who has all authority in Heaven
and on earth, Who says to the deaf and dumb
demon, "Get out of the man, and enter no
more into him." Depart, know the vainness of
your might, which had not power even over
the swine! Remember Him Who bade you, at
your request, to enter into the herd of swine.
Fear God, at Whose command the earth was
established upon the waters; Who has founded

the Heavens, and fixed the mountains with
a line, and the valleys with a measure; Who
has placed the sand for a boundary to the sea,
and made safe paths through the waters; Who
touched the mountains and they smoked; Who
clothed Himself with Light as with a garment;
Who has stretched out the Heavens as with
a curtain; Who covers His upper rooms with
waters; Who has founded the earth on her
firm foundations, so that it shall not be moved
forever; Who calls up the waters of the seas,
and sprinkles it on the face of the earth. Come
out! Depart from him (her) who is now being
made ready for Holy Illumination; I adjure you
by the saving Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ,
by His Precious Blood and All-Pure Body,
and by His terrible Coming Again for He shall
come and not tarry, to judge all the earth, and
shall punish you and your cooperating might
in the Gehenna of fire, consigning you to the
outer darkness where the worm dies not and the
fire is not quenched; for of Christ is the Might,
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, both now
and ever, and to the ages of ages.

( Amen. )

THIRD EXORCISM
PRIEST

Let us pray to the Lord.

( Lord, have mercy. )

O Lord of Sabaoth, the God of Israel, Who
heals every sickness and every wound, Look
down upon this Your servant (Name); search
out and try him (her), driving away from him
(her) every operation of the devil. Rebuke
the unclean spirits and expel them, cleansing
the work of Your hands; and, using Your
trenchant energy, beat down Satan under his
(her) feet, giving him (her) victory over him,
and over his unclean spirits; so that, obtaining
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the mercy that comes from You, he (she) may
be accounted worthy of Your Immortal and
Heavenly Mysteries, and may send up all glory
to You, to Father, and to Son, and to Holy
Spirit, both now and ever, and to the ages of
ages.

( Amen. )

Prayer
PRIEST

Let us pray to the Lord.

( Lord, have mercy. )

You, the Existing Sovereign Master and
Lord, Who made man after Your own image
and likeness and gave to him power of eternal
life; and when he had fallen through sin did not
disdain him, but did provide for him through
the Incarnation of Your Christ, the salvation of
the world. Redeeming this Your creature from
the yoke of the Enemy, receive him (her) into
Your heavenly Kingdom. Open the eyes of his
(her) understanding, so that the Illumination of
Your Gospel may dawn upon him (her). Yoke
unto his (her) life a shining Angel to deliver
him (her) from every plot directed against him
(her) by the Adversary, from encounter with
evil, from the noon-day demon, and from evil
dreams

Drive out from him (her) every evil and
unclean spirit, hiding and lurking in his (her)
heart." (3)

The spirit of error, the spirit of evil, the
spirit of idolatry and of all covetousness that
works according to the teaching of the devil.
Make him (her) a reason-endowed sheep of
the holy Flock of Your Christ, and honorable
member of Your Church, a hallowed vessel,
a child of Light, and heir of Your Kingdom.
So that, having ordered his (her) life according

to Your commandments, and having guarded
the Seal and kept it unbroken, and having
preserved his (her) garment undefiled, he (she)
may attain unto the blessedness of the Saints of
Your Kingdom.

Through the Grace and Compassion and
Manbefriending Love of Your Only-Begotten
Son, with Whom You are blessed, together
with Your All-Holy, Good, and Life-creating
Spirit, both now and ever, and to the ages of
ages.

( Amen. )

PRIEST

Do you renounce Satan, and all his works,
and all his worship, and all his angels, and all
his pomp?

CANDIDATE/SPONSOR

I do renounce him.

PRIEST

Do you renounce Satan, and all his works,
and all his worship, and all his angels, and all
his pomp?

CANDIDATE/SPONSOR

I do renounce him.

PRIEST

Do you renounce Satan, and all his works,
and all his worship, and all his angels, and all
his pomp?

CANDIDATE/SPONSOR

I do renounce him.

PRIEST

Have you renounced Satan?

CANDIDATE/SPONSOR

I have renounced him.
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PRIEST

Have you renounced Satan?

CANDIDATE/SPONSOR

I have renounced him.

PRIEST

Have you renounced Satan?

CANDIDATE/SPONSOR

I have renounced him.

PRIEST

Then blow and spit upon him.

PRIEST

Do you join Christ?

CANDIDATE/SPONSOR

I do join Him.

PRIEST

Do you join Christ?

CANDIDATE/SPONSOR

I do join Him.

PRIEST

Do you join Christ?

CANDIDATE/SPONSOR

I do join Him.

PRIEST

Have you joined Christ?

CANDIDATE/SPONSOR

I have joined Him.

PRIEST

Have you joined Christ?

CANDIDATE/SPONSOR

I have joined Him.

PRIEST

Have you joined Christ?

CANDIDATE/SPONSOR

I have joined Him.

PRIEST

And do you believe in Him?

CANDIDATE/SPONSOR

I believe in Him as King and as God.

I believe in one God, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth, and of all things
visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus
Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten
of the Father before all ages; Light of Light,
true God of true God, begotten, not created, of
one essence with the Father, through Whom
all things were made. Who for us men and for
our salvation came down from heaven and
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin
Mary and became man. He was crucified
for us under Pontius Pilate, and suffered and
was buried; And He rose on the third day,
according to the Scriptures. He ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father; And He will come again with glory to
judge the living and the dead. His kingdom
shall have no end. And in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the Creator of life, Who proceeds
from the Father, Who together with the Father
and the Son is worshiped and glorified, Who
spoke through the prophets. In one, holy,
catholic, and apostolic Church. I confess one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. I look for
the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the
age to come. Amen.

PRIEST

Have you joined Christ?

CANDIDATE/SPONSOR

I have joined Him.

4



PRIEST

Have you joined Christ?

CANDIDATE/SPONSOR

I have joined Him.

PRIEST

Have you joined Christ?

CANDIDATE/SPONSOR

I have joined Him.

PRIEST

Then bow before Him and worship Him.

CANDIDATE/SPONSOR

I bow down before the Father, and the Son,
and the Holy Spirit; Trinity One in Essence and
Undivided.

PRIEST

Blessed is God Who desires that all people
should be saved, and come to the knowledge of
the Truth; both now and ever, and to the ages
of ages.

( Amen. )

PRIEST

Let us pray to the Lord.

( Lord, have mercy. )

Sovereign Master, Lord our God, call
this Your servant! (Name) to Your Holy
Illumination, and account him (her) worthy
of this great Grace and Your Holy Baptism.
Put off from him (her) the old man, and renew
him unto everlasting life; fill him (her) with
the power of Your Holy Spirit, unto union
with Your Christ; that he (she) may no longer
be a child of the body, but a child of Your
Kingdom; through the good pleasure and Grace
of Your Only-Begotten Son, with Whom You
are blessed, together with Your All-Holy,

Good, and Life-creating Spirit, both now and
ever, and to the ages of ages.

( Amen. )
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The Service of Holy Baptism
PRIEST

Blessed is the Kingdom of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, now and
forever and to the ages of ages.

( Amen. )

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

( Lord, have mercy. )

For the peace from above and for the
salvation of our souls, let us pray to the Lord.

( Lord, have mercy. )

For the peace of the whole world, for the
stability of the holy churches of God, and for
the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

( Lord, have mercy. )

For this holy house and for those who enter
it with faith, reverence, and the fear of God, let
us pray to the Lord.

( Lord, have mercy. )

For our Archbishop (name), for the
honorable presbyterate, for the diaconate in
Christ, and for all the clergy and the people, let
us pray to the Lord.

( Lord, have mercy. )

That this water might be hallowed by the
might, and operation, and descent of the Holy
Spirit, let us pray to the Lord.

( Lord, have mercy. )

That there may be sent down upon it the
Grace of Redemption, the blessing of the
Jordan; let us pray to the Lord.

( Lord, have mercy. )

That there may descend upon these waters
the cleansing operation of the super substantial
Trinity; let us pray to the Lord.

( Lord, have mercy. )

That we may be illumined with the Light
of Knowledge and Piety through the descent of
the Holy Spirit; let us pray to the Lord.

( Lord, have mercy. )

That this water may prove effectual for the
averting of every plot of visible and invisible
enemies; let us pray to the Lord.

( Lord, have mercy. )

That he (she) that is about to be baptized
herein may become worthy of the incorruptible
Kingdom; let us pray to the Lord.

( Lord, have mercy. )

That he (she) that now comes to holy
Illumination, and for his (her) salvation; let us
pray to the Lord.

( Lord, have mercy. )

That he (she) may prove to be a child of
Light, and an inheritor of eternal blessings; let
us pray to the Lord.

( Lord, have mercy. )

That he (she) may grow in, and become
a partaker of the Death and Resurrection of
Christ our God; let us pray to the Lord.

( Lord, have mercy. )

That he (she) may preserve the garment of
Baptism, and the earnest of the Spirit undefiled
and blameless in the terrible Day of Christ our
God; let us pray to the Lord.

( Lord, have mercy. )

That this water may be for him (her) a
laver of Regeneration unto the remission of
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sins, and a garment of incorruption; let us pray
to the Lord.

( Lord, have mercy. )

That the Lord God may listen to the voice
of the prayer of us sinners and have mercy on
us; let us pray to the Lord.

( Lord, have mercy. )

That He may deliver him (her) and us from
tribulation, wrath, danger, and necessity; let us
pray to the Lord.

( Lord, have mercy. )

Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and
protect us, O God, by Your grace.

( Lord, have mercy. )

Commemorating our most holy, pure,
blessed, and glorious Lady, the Theotokos and
ever-virgin Mary, with all the saints, let us
commend ourselves and one another and our
whole life to Christ our God.

( To You, O Lord. )

PRIEST (in a low voice)

Let us pray to the Lord.

( Lord, have mercy. )

O compassionate and merciful God, Who tries the heart
and reigns, and Who alone knows the secrets of men, for no
deed is secret in Your sight, but all things are exposed and
naked in Your eyesight: do You Yourself, Who perceives that
which concerns me, neither turn away Your face from me,
but overlook my offenses in this hour, O You that overlook
the sins of men that they repent. Wash away the defilement
of my body and the stain of my soul. Sanctify me wholly by
Your all-effectual, invisible might, and by Your spiritual right
hand, lest, by preaching liberty to others, and offering this in
the perfect faith of Your unspeakable love for humankind,
I may be condemned as a servant of sin. Nay, Sovereign
Master that alone are good and loving, let me not be turned
away humbled and shamed, but send forth to me power from
on high, and strengthen me for the ministration of this Your

present, great, and most heavenly Mystery. Form the Image
of Your Christ in him (her) who is about to be born again
through my humility. Build him (her) on the foundation of
Your Apostles and Prophets. Cast him (her) not down, but
plant him (her) as a plant of truth in Your Holy, Catholic, and
Apostolic Church. Pluck him (her) not out, that, by his (her)
advancing in piety, by the same may be glorified Your Most
Holy Name, of Father, and of Son, and of Holy Spirit, both
now and ever, and to the ages of ages. Amen. [GOA]

PRIEST

Great are You, O Lord, and wondrous are
Your works, and no word will suffice to hymn
Your wonders.

( Glory to You, O Lord. Glory to You. )

Great are You, O Lord, and wondrous are
Your works, and no word will suffice to hymn
Your wonders.

( Glory to You, O Lord. Glory to You. )

Great are You, O Lord, and wondrous are
Your works, and no word will suffice to hymn
Your wonders.

( Glory to You, O Lord. Glory to You. )

PRIEST

For by Your Will have You out of
nothingness brought all things into being and
by Your power sustain all creation and by
Your Providence direct the world. You from
the four elements have formed creation and
have crowned the cycle of the year with the
four seasons; all the spiritual powers tremble
before You; the sun praises You; the: moon
glorifies You; the stars in their courses meet
with You; the Light hearkens unto You; the
depths shudder at Your presence; the springs
of water serve You; You have stretched out
the Heavens as a curtain; You have founded
the earth upon the waters; You have bounded
the sea with sand; You have poured forth the
air for breathing; the angelic Powers minister
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unto You; the Choirs of Archangels worship
before You; the many-eyed Cherubim and
the six-winged Seraphim, as they stand and
fly around You, veil themselves with fear of
Your unapproachable Glory; for You, being
boundless and beginningless and unutterable,
did come down on earth, taking the form of
a servant, being made in the likeness of men;
for You O Master, through the tenderness of
Your Mercy, could not endure the race of men
tormented by the devil, but You did come and
saved us. We confess Your Grace; we proclaim
Your beneficence; we do not hide Your Mercy;
You have set at liberty the generations of our
nature; You did hallow the virginal Womb by
Your Birth; all creation praises You, Who did
manifest Yourself, for You were seen upon the
earth, and did sojourn with men. You hallowed
the streams of Jordan, sending down from the
Heavens Your Holy Spirit, and crushed the
heads of dragons that lurked therein.

PRIEST

Do You yourself, O loving King, be
present now also through the descent of Your
Holy Spirit and hallow this water.

( Amen. )

Do You yourself, O loving King, be
present now also through the descent of Your
Holy Spirit and hallow this water.

( Amen. )

Do You yourself, O loving King, be
present now also through the descent of Your
Holy Spirit and hallow this water.

( Amen. )

PRIEST

And give to it the Grace of Redemption,
the Blessing of Jordan. Make it a fountain of
incorruption, a gift of sanctification, a loosing

of sins, a healing of sicknesses, a destruction
of demons, unapproachable by hostile powers,
filled with angelic might; and let them that take
counsel together against Your creature flee
there from, for I have called upon Your Name,
O Lord, which is wonderful, and glorious, and
terrible unto adversaries.

PRIEST

Let all adverse powers be crushed beneath
the signing of Your most precious Cross.

( Amen. )

Let all adverse powers be crushed beneath
the signing of Your most precious Cross.

( Amen. )

Let all adverse powers be crushed beneath
the signing of Your most precious Cross.

( Amen. )

PRIEST

We pray You, O Lord, let every airy and
invisible specter withdraw itself from us, and
let not a demon of darkness conceal himself in
this water; neither let an evil spirit, bringing
obscurity of purpose and rebellious thoughts,
descend into it with him (her) that is about
to be baptized. But do You, O Master of All,
declare this water to be water of redemption,
water of sanctification, a cleansing of flesh and
spirit, a loosing of bonds, a forgiveness of sins,
an illumination of soul, a laver of regeneration,
a renewal of the spirit, a gift of sonship, a
garment of incorruption, a fountain of life. For
You have said, O Lord: "Wash, and be clean;
put away evil from your souls." You have
bestowed upon us regeneration from on high
by water and the spirit. Manifest Yourself, O
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Lord, in this water, and grant that he (she) that
is to be baptized may be transformed therein
to the putting away of the old man, which is
corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, and to
the putting on of the new, which is renewed
according to the Image of Him that created
him (her). That, being planted in the likeness
of Your death through Baptism, he (she) may
become a sharer of Your Resurrection; and,
preserving the Gift of Your Holy Spirit, and
increasing the deposit of Grace, he (she) may
attain unto prize of his (her) high calling, and
accounted among the number of the first-born,
whose names are written in Heaven, in You our
God and Lord Jesus Christ.

To Whom be all Glory and Might, together
with Your Eternal Father and with Your All-
Holy, Good, and Life-creating Spirit, both now
and ever, and to the ages of ages.

( Amen. )

PRIEST

Peace be with all.

( And with your spirit. )

Let us bow our heads to the Lord.

( To You, O Lord. )

Let us pray to the Lord.

( Lord, have mercy. )

The Blessing of the Oil

Sovereign Lord and Master, God of our
Fathers, Who did send to them in the Ark of
Noah a dove bearing a twig of olive in its beak
as a sign of reconciliation and salvation from
the Flood, and through these things prefigured
the Mystery of Grace; and thereby have filled

them that were under the Law with the Holy
Spirit, and perfected them that are under Grace:
do You Yourself bless this Oil by the power
(+) and operation (+) and descent of the Holy
Spirit (+) that it may become an anointing
of incorruption, a shield of righteousness, a
renewal of soul and body, and averting of
every operation of the devil, to the removal of
all evils from them that are anointed with it in
faith, or that are partakers of it.

To Your Glory, and to that of Your Only-
Begotten Son, and of Your All-Holy, Good,
and Life; creating Spirit, both now and ever,
and to the ages of ages.

( Amen. )

PRIEST

Let us be attentive.

CHOIR

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

PRIEST

Let us be attentive.

CHOIR

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

PRIEST

Let us be attentive.

CHOIR

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

PRIEST

Blessed is God that enlightens and
sanctifies every man that comes into the world,
both now and ever, and to the ages of ages.

( Amen. )
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PRIEST

The servant of God (Name)* is anointed
with the Oil of Gladness, in the Name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,
both now and ever, and to the ages of ages.

( Amen. )

For sweet fragrance.

For the hearing of Faith.

My mouth shall speak wisdom.

For healing of soul and body.

That he (she) may walk in the paths of
Your commandments.

To step over serpents and scorpions and all
the power of the enemy.

Your hands have made me, and fashioned
me.

Whosoever wishes to come after me, let
him deny himself and take up his Cross and
follow me.
 

The servant of God (Name) is baptized
in the Name of the Father.

( Amen. )

And of the Son.

( Amen. )

And of the Holy Spirit.

( Amen. )

CHOIR
Psalm 31.
Mode 1.

Blessed are those whose transgressions are
forgiven, and whose sins are covered. (3)  [SAAS]

PRIEST

The seal of the gift of the Holy Spirit.

( Amen. )

The servant of God (Name) is shorn in the
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.

( Amen. )

Clothed is the servant of God (Name) with
the garment of righteousness, in the Name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

( Amen. )

CHOIR
Mode pl. 4.

A robe of divine light bestow upon me, O
You that for vesture array Yourself with Light;
and bestow many mercies, O Christ our God,
who are plenteous in mercy. (3)  [HC]

CHOIR
Katavasias of the Cross

Ode i.  Mode pl. 4.

Moses prefigured the Cross. * Lifting up
the rod, he stretched out his hand and split
the Sea for Israel to cross on land. * Then he
stretched it out again, * and the sea returned
and covered Pharaoh's chariots. * The Cross
was thus portrayed as our invincible armor. *
So let us sing to the Lord, * Christ our God, for
He is greatly glorified. [SD]

Ode iii.

The rod of Aaron is seen as typifying the
mystery; * for it budded, and thus was the
priest selected. * Now in the Church, that was
barren once, the Cross of Christ, like a tree,
* has blossomed forth, * as power and a firm
support. [SD]
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Ode iv.

I have heard the report, O Lord, * of Your
incarnation, which is a mystery. * I considered
Your astounding works, * and I glorified Your
divinity. [SD]

Ode v.

Tree of the Cross, you are thrice-blessed,
* for Jesus Christ, who is King and Lord, was
crucified on you. * Through you fallen is the
one who by a tree deceived us, * for he was
lured by God who in the flesh indeed * was
hung and nailed to you, * and who grants to
our souls His peace. [SD]

Ode vi.

In the belly of the sea beast * the
prophet Jonah prayed with his arms extended
crosswise; * thus he clearly prefigured the
saving Passion of Christ. * When after three
days he emerged, * he was depicting the
supernal resurrection from the dead * of Christ
God, who was physically nailed to the Cross
* and by His third-day arising illumined the
universe. [SD]

Ode vii.

The impious tyrant's preposterous decree
disturbed the populace, * breathing threats and
blasphemous pronouncements hateful to God.
* His brutal anger did not intimidate * the three
Servants, nor did the consuming fire. * But
when the dew-laden breeze whistled against
the fire, they joined it and together sang, *
"Blessed are You, O Lord. You are highly
praised, O God, the God of our fathers." [SD]

Ode viii.

We praise and we bless and we worship the
Lord.

You three pious Servants, * same in
number as the Trinity, * bless God the Father,
Maker of all; * sing a hymn to the Word who
condescended * and who changed the fire
in the furnace into dew; * as for the all-holy
Spirit, who gives life to all, exalt Him * beyond
measure unto the ages. [SD]

Ode ix. Katavasia.  Mode pl. 4.

Theotokos, you are mystical Paradise, * for
without husbandry you have blossomed Christ,
* by whom on earth the Cross, as a life-bearing
tree, has been planted and watered. * As it is
now exalted, * we adore Him and worship Him
and magnify you. [SD]

 
Katavasias of Pascha

Ode i.  Mode 1.

Resurrection Day! O peoples, let us
brilliantly shine! * Pascha, the Lord's Pascha!
* For Christ our God has out of death * passed
us over into life, * and likewise from earth * to
heaven, as we now sing * unto Him a triumphal
hymn. [SD]

Ode iii.

Come and let us drink a new drink, * not
one marvelously issuing from a barren rock,
* but one that Christ from the tomb * pours
out, incorruption's very source. * For we are
established in Him. [SD]

Ode iv.

Now let Habakkuk as a God-inspired
prophet stand with us, * keeping his divine
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watch, and show us * the angelic messenger,
who, shining, utters glowingly, * "Today,
for the world is salvation,* because arisen is
Christ, being omnipotent." [SD]

Ode v.

Arising at dawn very early, * instead of
ointment, a hymn let us offer unto the Master,
* and then we shall clearly see* Christ, the Sun
of Righteousness, * causing true life to arise
for all. [SD]

Ode vi.

You went down to the nether regions of
earth, * and You broke apart the bars that
forever * were closed on those who were held
there, O Christ. * From the sepulcher, * as did
Jonah from the whale, * You arose on the third
day. [SD]

Ode vii.

The same One who delivered the Lads
from fire, becoming a mortal man, * suffers
in the flesh; and by His Passion He arrays
* mortal nature with majesty, free of all *
corruption, the only God of the fathers, *
blessed and supremely glorious. [SD]

Ode viii.

We praise and we bless and we worship the
Lord.

This is it, the Day which is chosen and
holy, * Day One of the Sabbaths. * It is the
queen-day, the Lord's Day, * and the Feast
of all feasts, * and the Festival above every
festival, * on which we extol Christ and bless
Him to the ages. [SD]

Ode ix. Katavasia.  Mode 1.

The Angel cried aloud to the Lady full of
grace: Rejoice, O pure Virgin; and again I
say Rejoice. Your Son has truly risen from the
grave on the third day.

Arise, shine! Arise, shine, O new
Jerusalem! Shine! * For the glory of the Lord
has risen upon you. * Zion, exult and be
glad now. * O pure Mother of God, rejoice,
celebrating * the resurrection of Christ your
Son! [SD]

The Prayer of Confirmation
PRIEST

Let us pray to the Lord.

( Lord, have mercy. )

Blessed are You, Lord God Almighty,
Fountain of Blessings, Sun of Righteousness,
Who made to shine forth for those in darkness
a light of salvation through the manifestation
of Your Only-Begotten Son and our God,
granting unto us, though we are unworthy,
blessed cleansing in Holy Water, and
divine sanctification in the Life; effecting
Anointing; Who now also has been well-
pleased to regenerate this Your servant newly
illuminated through Water and Spirit, giving
him (her) forgiveness of his (her) voluntary
and involuntary sins: do You Yourself,
Sovereign Master, Compassionate King of
All, bestow upon him (her) also the Seal of
Your omnipotent and adorable Holy Spirit, and
the Communion of the Holy Body and Most
Precious Blood of Your Christ; keep him (her)
in Your sanctification; confirm him (her) in
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the Orthodox Faith; deliver him (her) from the
Evil One and all his devices; preserve his (her)
soul, through Your saving fear, in purity and
righteousness, that in every work and word,
being acceptable before You, he (she) may
become a child and heir of Your heavenly
Kingdom.

For You are our God, the God of mercy
and salvation, and to You do we send up glory,
to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Spirit, both now and ever, and to the ages of
ages.

( Amen. )

The Ablution
PRIEST

Let us pray to the Lord.

( Lord, have mercy. )

You that through Holy Baptism have
granted forgiveness of sins to this Your
servant, bestowing on him (her) a life of
regeneration: do You Yourself, Sovereign
Master and Lord, be pleased that the Light
of Your countenance evermore shine in his
(her) heart; maintain the shield of his (her)
faith against the plotting of enemies; preserve
in him (her) the garment of incorruption,
which he (she) has put on undefiled and
unstained; preserve in him (her) the Seal of
Your Grace, being gracious unto us, and unto
him (her) according to the multitude of Your
compassions.

For glorified and blessed is Your all-
honorable and majestic Name: of Father, and

of Son, and of Holy Spirit, both now and ever,
and to the ages of ages.

( Amen. )

PRIEST

Let us pray to the Lord.

( Lord, have mercy. )

Sovereign Master and Lord our God, Who
through the baptismal Font bestows heavenly
Illumination to them that are baptized; Who
has regenerated this Your servant bestowing
upon him (her) forgiveness of his (her)
voluntary and involuntary sins; do You lay
upon him (her) Your mighty hand, and guard
him (her) in the power of Your goodness.
Preserve unspotted his (her) pledge of' Faith
in You. Account him (her) worthy of Life
everlasting and Your good favor.

For You are our sanctification and to You
we give glory, to the Father and the Son and
the Holy Spirit, now and forever and to the
ages of ages.

( Amen. )

PRIEST

Peace be with all.

( Amen. )

Let us bow our heads to the Lord.

( To You, O Lord. )

Let us pray to the Lord.

( Lord, have mercy. )

He (She) that has put on You, O Christ,
with us bows his (her) head unto You; ever
protect him (her) a warrior invincible against
them who vainly raise up enmity against him

13



(her), or, as might be, against us; and by Your
Crown of Incorruption at the last declare us all
to be the victorious ones.

For Yours it is to have mercy and to save,
and unto You, as to Your Eternal Father and
Your All-Holy, Good, and Life; creating Spirit,
do we send up all Glory, both now and ever,
and to the ages of ages.

( Amen. )

The Tonsure
PRIEST

Let us pray to the Lord.

( Lord, have mercy. )

Sovereign Master and Lord our God, Who
honored man with Your own Image, providing
him with reason; endowed soul and comely
body, that the body might serve the reason;
endowed soul; for You did set his head on
high, and therein planted the greater number
of the senses, which impede not one another,
covering the head that it might not be injured
by the changes of the weather, and did fit all
the members serviceably thereunto, that by all
it might render thanks unto You, the excellent
Artist; do You Yourself, O Sovereign Master,
Who by the Vessel of Your Election, Paul the
Apostle, to do all things unto Your Glory, bless
(+) this Your servant (Name), who is come
now to make offering the firstlings of hair
shorn from his (her) head; and bless his (her)
Sponsor (+); granting them in all things to be
diligent followers of Your Law, and to do all
those things that are well pleasing unto You.

For a merciful and loving God are You,
and to You do we send up all Glory, to the
Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
both now and ever, and to the ages of ages.

( Amen. )

PRIEST

You are justified; you are illumined.

PRIEST

You are baptized; you are illuminated;
you are anointed with the Holy Myrrh, you
are hallowed; you are washed clean, in the
Name of Father, and of Son, and of Holy Spirit.
Amen.

( Amen. )

Peace be with all.

( And with your spirit. )

Let us bow our heads to the Lord.

( To You, O Lord. )

Let us pray to the Lord.

( Lord, have mercy. )

PRIEST

O Lord our God, Who through the
fulfillment of the baptismal Font have, by
Your Goodness, sanctified them that believe in
You: (+) do You bless this child here present,
and may Your blessings come down upon his
(her) head; as You did bless the head of Your
servant David the King through the Prophet
Samuel, (+) so also bless the head of this
servant (Name), through the hand of me, the
unworthy Priest, visiting him (her) with Your
Holy Spirit, that as he (she) goes forward to the
prime of his (her) years, and the gray hairs of

14



old age, he (she) may send up Glory to You,
beholding the good things of Jerusalem all the
days of his (her) life.

For to You are due all glory, honor and
worship, to the Father, and to the Son, and to
the Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and to the
ages of ages.

( Amen. )

CHOIR
Mode 1.

As many of you as were baptized into
Christ have put on Christ. Alleluia. (3)  [RSV]

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to
the Holy Spirit. Now and forever and to the
ages of ages. Amen.

Have put on Christ. Alleluia.

PRIEST

Dynamis.

CHOIR

As many of you as were baptized into
Christ have put on Christ. Alleluia. [RSV]

PRIEST

Let us be attentive.

READER
Prokeimenon. Mode 4. Psalm 26.

The Lord is my light and my savior; whom
shall I fear?

Verse:  The Lord is the defender of my life;
whom shall I dread?

PRIEST

Wisdom.

READER

The reading is from Paul's Letter to the
Romans.

PRIEST

Let us be attentive.

READER
6:3-11

Brethren, all of us who have been baptized
into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death.
We were buried therefore with him by baptism
into death, so that as Christ was raised from
the dead by the glory of the Father, we too
might walk in newness of life. For if we
have been united with him in a death like his,
we shall certainly be united with him in a
resurrection like his. We know that our old self
was crucified with him so that the sinful body
might be destroyed, and we might no longer be
enslaved to sin. For he who has died is freed
from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we
believe that we shall also live with him. For
we know that Christ being raised from the
dead will never die again; death no longer has
dominion over him. The death he died he died
to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives
to God. So you also must consider yourselves
dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. [RSV]

PRIEST

Peace be with you the reader.

CHOIR

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. [GOA]

PRIEST

Wisdom. Arise. Let us hear the holy
Gospel. Peace be with all.

15



( And with your spirit. )

The reading is from the holy Gospel
according to Matthew.

( Glory to You, O Lord, glory to You. )
Mt. 28:16-20

At that time, the eleven disciples went
to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus
had directed them. And when they saw Him
they worshiped Him; but some doubted. And
Jesus came and said to them, "All authority
in heaven and on earth has been given to Me.
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and
the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to
observe all that I have commanded you; and lo,
I am with you always, to the close of the age.
Amen." [RSV]

( Glory to You, O Lord, glory to You. )

PRIEST

Have mercy on us, O God, according to
Your great mercy, we pray You, hear us and
have mercy.

( Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy. )

Again let us pray for mercy, life, peace,
health, and salvation for the servants of God,
the newly illumined (Name), the Godparents,
and all those who have come here together for
this holy Sacrament.

( Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy. )

For You are a merciful and loving God,
and to You do we send up all Glory, to the
Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
both now and ever, and to the ages of ages.

( Amen. )

PRIEST

Glory to You, O Christ God, our hope.
Glory to You.

He Who condescended to be baptized [by
John] in the Jordan (River) for our salvation,
through the intercessions of His all-pure and
all-immaculate holy Mother, of the honorable,
glorious prophet and forerunner John the
Baptist, of the holy, glorious, and praiseworthy
apostles, (Name of Saint whose name the child
has received), and of all the saints, have mercy
on us and save us, for He is good and merciful
and loves mankind.

Holy Communion
CHOIR

Communion Hymn. Psalm 115.

I will take up the cup of salvation, and call
upon the name of the Lord. Alleluia. [SAAS]

PRIEST

Through the prayers of our holy fathers,
Lord Jesus Christ, our God, have mercy on us
and save us.

( Amen. )

PRIEST
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